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bodied example, "Enter the Friar in his study,
sitting in a chayrc, Annabella kneeling and
whispering to him, a Table before them with
wax lights". Prevalent as these bulls are in
Elizabethan drama, it comes nevertheless with
a shock of surprise to find that Shakespeare
himself is not immune from these infelicities,
though modern editors have taken the precaution
to conceal the horrible fact, In the belated first
quarto of Othello, i, 3, a direction reads, "Enter
Duke and Senators, set at a Table with lights
and attendants".
There can be little doubt that rank social
prejudice born of intense pride of caste was at
the bottom of this constant ridicule of Reel Bull
drama* it had little or no justification. At first
sight it seems odd that the slur cast on the
Clerkenwell house and its authors as prime dis-
seminators of bulls, should, at a much later
period and with no more sense of justice, have
been transferred to the Irish people, but, on
further consideration, a certain parallelism in the
matter of origin is to be found between the two,
If a narrow sort of pride and prejudice gave rise
to the one, a broader sort of pride and prejudice
gave rise to the other: that innate feeling of
national superiority which has ever formed part